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NOTES 

New Cases — Five new cases have been purchased to replace the old 
cases containing the Alfred Duane Pell collection of European porcelains in 
the East Gallery. 

Figurines — The Robert H. Lamborn collection of Mexican figurines has 
been installed in a room on the north side of the building, where the collections 
of dolls are exhibited. 

Colonial Fire Engine — One of the earliest hand fire-engines ever used 
in Philadelphia has been presented to the Museum by Mrs. Frederic Courtland 
Penfield. This interesting historical relic, which is in good state of preserva- 
tion, was used for many years at the chemical works of Messrs. Powers and 




COLONIAL FIRE ENGINE 



Weightman. It is of diminutive size, — four feet wide, by eight feet in length, — 
and was worked by two pumping rods which extended along the sides. The 
woodwork is much weather-worn but shows evidences of having been at one 
time brightly painted, and on a panel at the front end can be faintly traced 
a painted "No. i" which seems to indicate that it belonged to the first fire 
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company. This quaint little engine has participated in a number of parades 
and is believed to date back to about 1735. 

Cover Design — The cover design used on this issue of the Bulletin, 
the work of Stanley Zbytniewski, a pupil of the school, was last season awarded 
the first prize, offered by Mrs. J. L. Ketterlinus, of the Associate Committee 
of Women. 

Reception — A reception to the members of the International Congress 
of Waterways, which will convene in Philadelphia in the latter part of May, 
will be held at the Pennsylvania Museum in Memorial Hall. The members 
of the Corporation will be duly notified of the date of the reception. 



Furniture Exhibit — Three new alcoves are being constructed in the 
furniture room (East Arcade), which will complete the exhibit in that apart- 
ment. One of these will be finished in the Gothic style of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries, as a background for a display of Gothic furniture, which 
has been generously offered by Mrs. John Harrison. 

Another alcove will be finished in the Italian Renaissance style of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, in which will be installed the Museum's 
group of old Italian furniture. These improvements will be finished in time 
for the annual reception in May. 



School Notes — Mrs. James Mifflin has presented for the Sketch Class, 
a set of costumes consisting of twenty-five complete suits of Venetian, English, 
and Continental types, and many parts and accessories, which belonged to a 
member of Edwin Booth's company. 

The members of the Interior Decoration Class have had, through the 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Charlton Yarnall, Mr. Francis T. S. Darley, Mrs. 
Samuel Price Wetherill, and Mr. John H. McFadden, the privilege of inspecting 
the decorations in their houses, and the collection of artistic objects gathered 
about their apartments, — an opportunity which has given the pupils much 
pleasure and profit. 

Over one hundred new pupils entered the Art Department in January and 
February. 

It is of interest to note that the State Department of Public Instruction 
of New Jersey now recognizes the Diploma of the School as sufficient guarantee 
of the holders' qualifications for the positions of art teachers in the schools of 
that State, to engage them without the State examination, up to this time 
exacted of all candidates. 
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Dr. James P. Haney, Director of Art Education in the High Schools of 
New York, requested an exhibit of plant analyses and applications to design 
of forms derived from them, to use in his lectures before the teachers of 
the entire city, as examples of a process of study for obtaining original ele- 
ments, which is especially developed and practised in this School In a recent 
showing of the work of our students on the Pacific Coast from Southern 
California to Oregon, this feature attracted particular attention. This is due to 
the fact that so much so-called design is taught simply as a system, a given 
formula of space divisions and motives, presented as ready-made elements 
to combine and recombine, leading to the work of so many schools looking so 
much alike, and making the source of the elements patent. 

An exhibition of art reproductions, purchased in Italy for the use of the 
Art School from funds presented by the Associate Committee of Women 
and Mrs. John Harrison, was held by the Alumni Association for ten days 
in attractively arranged surroundings. A comprehensive collection of Byzan- 
tine objects is included and will form an important addition to the examples 
previously secured. The chief subjects are taken from originals at Ravenna, 
of the best type and period, some representing the utilization of the antique 
motives in modern adaptations, which elements the students adopt in their 
work in cement and clay, and to some extent in silver. Mrs. Harrison's 
gift includes three fine bronzes, — a replica of the Fawn with the Wine 
Skin, an Etruscan vase, from the Pompeian collection of the Naples Museum, 
reproduced in every detail of lava and fire scar, by Marcellini, and a 
head of one of the younger Medici, from the original which is in Florence. 
A bronze lion's head enrichment of a door, also by Marcellini, is one of the 
subjects, and a considerable number of the decorative coats of arms of Floren- 
tine families has been selected. 

The Illustration Class is the largest ever enrolled and will have a 
consistent, strong type of work to mark the end of its first year under 
Mr. Everett. 

The exhibit to be sent to the International Art Congress, which meets 
every four years, is prepared for Dresden, where the sessions will be held 
this season in August, The space is somewhat limited, permitting only forty 
mounted examples of work. All the subjects of crafts, — furniture, pottery, 
wrought iron, book-binding, etc., — have to be shown in photographs, as the 
American Committee has refused to receive actual objects for shipment. This 
defeats the showing of the Byzantine jewel caskets in silver, which were 
being made by several of the students especially for this exhibition. Another 
feature was to have been enameled jewelry, the motives derived from natural 
suggestions of plant and insect forms, and among the pottery was to be included 
some of the experiments in sgraffito, the old Italian two-layered clay tiles, 
so simple and effective as decoration and of which we hope to make a con- 
siderable display at our June showing. This form of decoration is also being 
used upon some of the bowl and vase forms in a new manner, and trials are 
being made with stoneware clay, with smaltz as the color, in combination with 
incised ornaments. 



